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Mr.  Chairman  and  C ntlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  .nnual  .den or t for  the 
ear  1941.  Owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  "ar,  some  cur- 
ailment  of  the  Report  is  necessary. 

It  is  evident  that  the  health  of  the  Community,  has  not, 
s yet,  suffered  through  war  time  conditions,  and  there  have 
eon  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 
Owing  to  a prolonged  drought  during  the  Summer  months,  the  water 
supply  was  severely  rationed,  thereby  causing  conditions  sui- 
table for  the  screed  of  intestinal  infections,  such  as  enteric 
fover.  Fortunately  no  cases  of  this  nature  occurred.  It  is 
to  be  ho  'r.d  however , that  measures  may  be  adopted  that  will  do 
a 'ay  *.vith  the  necessity  for  restricting  the  water  supply  each 
year,  in  the  dry  season. 

Since  taking  uo  my  (duties  in  duly,  I have  received  every 
support  from  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  I am  indebted  also 
to  the  Officials  and  Members  of  the  clerical  staff  for  their 
courtesy  and  help  in  matters  relating  to  my  department. 


I am, Gentlemen  , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T P "nV 
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VITAL 


OIATISTIOS . - Registrar  General’s  Figures  for  1941 


Oombarative  Table  of  Birth  Rates. - 


T -i 


ivo  Births. 


This  .ire a, 


iirth  Rate. 


England  and  Rales  Birth  Rate. 


Boys  32.  ) 

Girls  33.  ) 


. s -j 


Boys  3.  ) 

Girls  1.  ) 


13.4  p e r 
thousand . 

t:  1 1 -L 1 J.  i?  t J. . ij  • 

Death  Rate. 


14.2  per 

thousand 


England  and  ~rales  Death  Rate. 


0.8  cer 

th-.ousand . 

c - 

Comparative  Table  of  Death  Rates. 


0.51  per 

th ousand . 


Thi; 


[■e  a . 


Deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  - IIIL. 

Death  Rate.  - NIL. 


Engl  nd  an d 'Ties  . 


Not  given. 

Death  Rate  - 59. 


Number  of  Deaths. 


HHV)  A o ^ 
L il  j-  .J- 


!"■  les  - 25.  ) 

Females.  - 29) 
Death  Rate.  - 11.2 


~nglnnc!  end  'Ales. 

Lot  giv^n. 

Death  Rate  - 12.9  oer  thousand 


Cruses  of  Death. 


Reart  di sense. - 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

Bronchitis . 

Cerebral  R r.  > e n o r h a g e 
Nephritis . 

Cancer . 

Digestive  Diseases. 
Tuberculosis . 

11 1 Other  Causes. 


16 . 

r* 

o . 
2. 
14. 

4. 

5. 
3. 

3. 

4. 


NOTIFICATIONS 


nr 


IMFFCTIOU; 


1940. 


1941 


Measles . 

Uhc oping  Cough. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Diphtheria. 
Pneumonia . 
Erysipelas . 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


42. 
NIL . 
30 . 

O 

C-j  • 

10. 

2. 

1. 


84. 
36 . 

9. 

3. 

9. 

1. 


These  figures  ..re  t alien  from  the  Register  kept  by  this 
Department . 

There  is  a satisfactory  fell  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  Year. . 

A rise  in  the.  number  of  cases  cf  Measles  is  to  be  expect  3d 
since  epidemics  of  this  disease  tend  to  occur  every  two  years. 

Limitation  of  the  spread  of  both  meg  sics  and  whooping  cough, 
is  difficult  in  a small  Urban  Area  in  which  there  is  a consid- 
erable increase  in  the  vv.r-time  pc  pul  tion.  Parents  could 
help  however,  by  more  careful  isolation  of  both  contacts  and 
patients.  The  Cinema,  .s  well  as  the  School,  is  fertile  ground 
for  spreading  both  measles  end  whooping  cough,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  children  in  the  invasion  stages  of  these  diseases 
are  allowed  to  go  both  to  School  and  to  the  Cinema,  thereby 
spreading  infection 

dilute:  aia  immuni sat i on . 


The  arrangements  made 


ents  made  for  the  Immunisation  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  15  years,  on  a sessional  basis,  were 
carried  out  end  completed  in  duly.  Altogothor  16  Sessions  were 
h.  Id  at  the  Council,  Church  Schools  and  County  School.  In 
September  the  Council  authorised  a continuous  scheme,  whereby 
parents  could  _rrrngo  with  their  own  doctors  to  have  the  innoc- 
nlotions  carried  out  at  the  surgery,  at  a fee,  payable  by  the 
Council,  of  2/5d  per  injection.  Circular  letters  were  distri- 
buted through  the  schools,  to  parents  of  children  'ho  had  not 
received  th:  treatment,  informing  them  of  this  arrangement* 


Number  of  children  who 
received  a full  course  of 
Immunisation  during  the  Year 

Estimated  percent  go  of 
Child  population. 


under  5 yrs. 


64. 


..go  5-15  yrs. 


436. 


51. 8p 
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These  figures  indicate  that  only  a small  norcentago  of  the 
Children  under  5 yours  have  been  immunised.  Parents  either  do 
not  realise  the  arc  at  import  nee  of  having  the  younger  children 
treated,  or  they  ere  fearful  th  t they  will  suffer  so mo  ill 
effects  from  the  injections.  In  some  cases  if  a child  cries 
from  nervousness  -tun  the  first  injection  is  given,  or  there  is 
some  degree  of  locrl  or  constitutional  reaction  to  the  injection, 
mothers  rail  not  bring  the  child  r second  time,  to  complete  the 
course . 

bny  minor  disabilities  suffered  during  the  inoculations 
should  be  outweighed  by  the  fact  that  diphtheria  is  the  most 
fatal  disease  among  children  bo  tv- eon  the  ages  of  4 and  10  years, 
and  thv  second  most  fatal  disease  among  children  between  2 and 
5 years. 

■t.IR  l .1 D PRECAUTIONS . 

C/.STJ.  -LTY  SIR  VIC  IS . 

During  the  year  Practice  Exercises  have  been  hold  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  Services.  'feebly  or  fortnightly  nestings 
of  Casualty  Personnel  have  been  held,  at  the  Civil  Defence  Depot, 
Dunolm  Square. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr. R. Rail ton,  (Area  L.R.P. Officer , Casualty 
Services  and  . .P.P.  Instructor  1st  Class),  for  his  help  in 
arranging  and  conducting  First  .id  Demonstrations  and  Talks,  durin 
th  a year. 

In  august,  fully  equipod  Mobile  First  .id  Unit,  was  allo- 
cated to  Barnard  C-stle . Dr.J.G.  'ard  accepted  the  post  as 
Medical-Off icer-in-Charge , md  Mrs . J.G.’Tc rd  became-  Senior  Nurse-in 
Charge  of  the  .auxiliary  Nursing  Staff  att  ched  to  tho  Unit. 

Credit  is  due  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  ’"ard  for  much  time  devoted  to 
training  of  ^orsonnel.  The  Unit  has  taken  part  in  Combined 
Exercises,  in  which  all  members  demonstrated  their  efficiency  and 
keenness . 

SCHOOL  CLINIC  ;.HD  INFANT  'MLF.AbE  CENTRE . 

Uaekly  sessions  of  the  School  Clinic,  and  fortnightly  session 
of  the  Infant  ’"elf are  Clinic  continue  to  be  held  in  Barnard  Castle 
under  the  County  Council  Scheme.  attendances  »f  school  children 
at  the  School  Clinic  have  been  moderate.  In  November  the 
Clinics  were  removed  from  temporary  promises  in  Dunolm  Square, 
to  now  quarters  in  the  Vicarage,  Barnard  Castle. 


I 


